
www.TDARS.org.uk       Programme   www.telfordhamfest.co.uk 

Issue  270  Sept-Nov 2015 

   
September 23  Talk on óTransportô by local historian Neil Clark 
September 27 (Sun.) óRailways on the Airô at Telford  Steam Railway (Horsehay) 
September 30  Analogue and Digital Repeatersðguest speakers Dave & Matt Porter :  
`                        Moving onðanalogue, DStar and Yaesu Fusion systems. 
October 7  Committee Meeting and GX3ZME On-the-Air 
 
October 14 Winter Projectsðget your thinking caps on for ideas, please 
October 17-18 (w/e) Jamboree on the Air JOTA. Upto 4 Shropshire stations M0JZH 
October 21 Surplus Radio Gear Auction. 
 
October 28 Halloweôen SocialðSoup and a Roll 
 
November 4 First-in-the-Month Committee Meeting and GX3ZME On-the-Air 
 
November 11 Dr John Moyle G1AWJ guest speaker: ñ Looking for a Needle in a     
   Haystack: Victorian Submarine Telegraph Cables and how they          
   located and repaired faults before the thermionic valve. ñ 
November 18 CAT control and Radio SoftwareðPart 2 with M0JZH and M0KZB 
 
November 25 Club Winter Projects #2 
 
December 2 Committee Meeting and GX3ZME On-the-Air 
 
December 9 óRadio Propagationô by G0KYA (DVD) followed by Skype with G0KYA 
 
December 16 Christmas Mealðvenue TBA 
 
December 23 Mulled Wine and Mince Pie Socialðclub venue 
December 30 NO MEETING 

 
For Amateur Radio Exam Trainingðenquiries to Mike G3JKX (01952 299677) 

     For Morse Training and Morse Proficiency Tests Martyn G3UKV or Eric M0KZB. 
        For Equipment Loans & Returns contact Don M0TBQ or Ian M0IRP 
              Radio Amateur Exams- Latest: www.tdars.org.uk/html/training.html 

 



Editorial   
 This yearôs Telford HamFest was successfulðeven SURPRISINGLY successful, given the 
gentle downwards trend of recent years! Many, many thanks to all those who helped, including 
whoever controls the weather, which was almost perfect.                                                  
Numbers through the door were UP; table usage was UP; cash receipts at club stands was UP; 
positive comments were UP. I heard of only two isolated slightly negative comments re the lack 
of a ómain traderô (eg LAMCO or RadioWorld) and lack of a guest speaker, which we replaced by 
the TechnoJAM team from the Ormskirk area this year. Incidentally, the reasons given by the 
aforementioned companies were entirely understandable and exceptional and have not ruled out 
their presence next year.  

 This year, I had to undertake more phone calls than ever before to entice traders to make a 
firm commitment to come along. Outside traders in particular tend to hedge their bets, and avoid 
paying in advance, presumably as they have an eye to weather forecasts. Some others quite  
local to us (within, say 50 miles), tend to be rather snooty about rallies (no names drill), saying all 
their trade these days is online or via magazine advertising and subsequent phone calls. My    
reaction (perhaps illogically) tends to be ñOKðIôll buy from elsewhere if you donôt even support 
your local radio clubôs major eventé.ò - and that applies even when I do eventually buy on-line 
or phone a company. Thus I chose to purchase a new Yaesu FT857d earlier in the year from a 
company in Hampshire, even though it offered no price advantage at the time. I also know of two 
other tdars members who would have bought a rig over the counter if it had been available at our 
HamFest, and I expect there were others too. 

 Anyway, next yearôs Telford HamFest looks secure. We have made a provisional booking 
with Enginuity for Sunday 4th September 2016. With (or even without) a main trader present;  
TechnoJAM have also provisionally said they would be very happy to return in 2016 ! 

 Finally, a plug for the TDARS forthcoming programme of events. As well as the dates     
issued on the front of this Newsletter which include several notable outside speakers, a talk by 
Dr Megan Argoðan astrophysicist and astronomer from Jodrell Bankï has also been booked for 
13th January next year. So, please pass the word around, especially when a guest speaker has 
been invited. As noted previously, non-members are asked to pay a small admission fee when 
we have outside speakers, but of course pay nothing if they choose to join TDARS! And what a 
good deal they get . . . . .               

                MIV  
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 Qtc:  News & Information 
 TDARS MEETINGS  EVERY WEDNESDAY AT LITTLE WENLOCK 

VILLAGE HALL UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE   

ON THE FRONT PAGE PROGRAMME.  

ROOM BOOKED FROM  7PM -  10PM.  

MEETINGS  USUALLY  COMMENCE AT 8PM                                                                                                                                              

Please note: A current membership card must be shown to borrow 

TDARS equipment. Please return borrowed equipment p romptly  .                                           

 Membersô Subscriptionsðupdate (September ó15):- Martyn 2E0CTG, Dave 2E0DTB, 
Albert 2E0KDF, Speedy 2E0KLS, Martin 2E0TRO, David 2E0VCR, Andrew (óBusterô)    
2E0WCA, Peter 2E0ZSU, Malcolm 2E1DYL, Ray 2E1HTU, Norman G0ASP, Dave G0CER, 
Derek G0EYX, Brian G0HCT, Simon G0UFE, Mike G3JKX, Ken G3UDA, Martyn G3UKV,   
Jon G4JOW, Mike G4NKC, Mike G6DFD, Bill G6NWT, Brian G6UDX, John G7ACD,           
Jim G8UGL, Dave G8VZT, Dave GM3YEW, Ron M0EAK, Don M0FHM, Ian M0IRP,         
John M0JZH, Eric M0KZB, Paul M0PNN, Bob M0RJS, Richy M0RKY, Tony M0TAW,         
Don M0TBQ, Rob M0TOY, Peter M1FGN, John M6JAX, Sarah M6TZE. (Total 42) 
If anyone is missing from this list, please let Jim óUGL know, as he holds the membership    
records. Remember also to let Jim know of any changesðeg address, callsign, e-mail. 
 
The committee also agreed that anyone passing their amateur radio licence exam and tutored 
by Mike óJKX and his team, would automatically become a TDARS Member for the year. They 
would receive a Membership Card and Newsletter. 
 
 Don óTBQ has undertaken a careful club equipment stock-take and review recently, 
and has found a number of items and antennas which have not been used for a very long 
time. Some of these items may come up For Sale at the next surplus auction ( October 24). If 
a member has his/her eye on a particular item, it may well be worth while attending the Sale !  
 
 GB3TF has not been without its problems in recent weeks; to many members it 
seems a little ódeafô. The transceiver and its logic board have been checked, together with 
both the transmit and receive aerials; all appear to be in full working order. The next stage is 
to install a filter or two to give better isolation to the receiver. Already a 21dB filter has been 
included in the TX coax, to remove any wideband noise from the transmitter; this has resulted 
in improved sensitivity already. The next stage will be to physically move the  
repeater, but not the aerials, to a more accessible location in the upstairs   
area. This involves extending both TX  and RX feeders with high quality coax 
(already purchased) so that in future it will be far easier to work on the equip-
ment and external filters with a spectrum analyser. A receive pre-amp 
(currently not in circuit) will overcome feeder losses, and TX power will only 
be marginally reduced. 
 
 The ó10 minute Talksô earlier this summer featured GB3TF, which was 
brought down to the usual meeting room so that members could see the equipment which at 
present is quite inaccessible. Jim G8UGL brought along his óclothes pegô 2 metre yagi which 
can be assembled in a very few minutes for portable activities. Brian óUDX demonstrated how 

a ówire thread insertô, or ôhelicoilô insert ñis a fully formed insert that is significantly larger in 

diameter in its free state than the hole that it is intended for.ò Thus it can be used to repair 
damaged threads in many situations. Eric óKZB explained the FFR (óFitted For Radioô) radio 
and time checks used in some military Land Rovers with which he was once involved. 
 
 G3Z Special Contest Callsign has had a few airings this year to date. Simon, John, 
Paul and Speedy used it for the 50 MHz Trophy in June, and the results show they came fifth 
overall in the Open Section, with 331166 points from 336 QSOs. Well done 50 MHz Team! 



 Other G3Z contest results show that TDARS came 7th (of 12) in the May Microwave    
Contest, despite only being operational on 10 and 24 GHz. Ops were Jim óUGL, Mike ôNKC, 
Martyn ôUKV and Kevin óUPF 
Also Dave G0CER used G3Z in the March RTTY contest organized by BARTG, and came 32 of 
85 entries in one section of this worldwide contest, with 88 QSOs and 25080 points. 
If any club member wishes to use this special callsign, please let Martyn óUKV know as he is 
the NoV holder. Nearly all international (HF) contests are eligible, plus many on VHF/UHF/SHF. 
 
 Still on the contest theme, G3ZME/P came 3rd. this year in the Mix & Match section of 
VHF NFD in early July, slipping back a couple of places from the 2014 results. Band by band:- 
 
50MHz 75 QSOs, 14213 pts, 9th of 21 (Restricted section) 

144MHz 206 QSOs, 41622 pts, 6th of 18 (Restricted section)  

432MHz 52 QSOs, 9021 pts, 4th of 10 entries (Low Power section)  

1296MHz 31 QSOs, 5666 pts, 2nd of 3 entries (Low Power section)  

Many Thanks to all who got G3ZME/P on-air from Long Mynd this year, and gave their time and 
support.  
 
 As reported earlier, a group of enthusiasts came down from the Southport and District 
ARC (Ormskirk) to present TechnoJAM.uk at our recent HamFest. The team of five, led by 
Derek G7LFC also included Paul, David, Alison and Martin. As you can see, they set up a     
series of stations, to support the use of Raspberry Pi microprocessors on an individual basis, 
and they were kept busy throughout the day, and gave us a superb innovative feature at our 
event. They hope to return next year. Hereôs one unsolicited testimonial sent to SADARC: 
 
ñMany thanks to you and your team from SADARC visiting Telford Rally yesterday. My son and myself were privileged 
to be some of the first people to have the opportunity to explore the world of Raspberry Pi. The laminated work sheets 

were a great introduction and felt we had learnt a lot from the session. Thanks for the efforts made by all the team.ò     
               Andrew Moore 

 
Blistôs Hill Museum was the location of a morse code initiative as part of a secondary school 
science day in September. Martin óTRO, Richard óVXG, Eric óKZB, Martyn óUKV and Dave óEIX 
set up two audio oscillator stations which always seem popular with visitors. A SW receiver was 
also available to show what present day CW sounds like on the HF bands. 
 
The TDARS Christmas Dinner venue will probably change this year. Details to follow soon. 
 
Congratulations to Simon 2W0CHV (north Wales) who has just got engaged to Beth, whom 
many of us met before they moved QTH. Look out for a new Station Manager. 

 

TechnoJAM.uk 

9:30am Ready to go é. 
Alison welcomes visitorsé. 

Photos: M0KZB 


